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Abstract: As political furor over contraception rages, this talk approaches issues of contraception in an entirely new way.
It poses a thought-experiment, dubbed M’s Conjecture: What if everybody routinely used long-acting, user-independent,
reversible “automatic” contraception all the time, except when they wanted to have a child? This talk first explores the
impact of Ms Conjecture on the large-scale reproductive problems of the globe: global population growth {and decline);
teen and adolescent pregnancy; pregnancy following rape, mass rape, incest, tactical rape in guerilla warfare, and other
forms of coerced sex; high-risk pregnancy in matemal chronic illness or toxic environmental exposure; and abortion. It
shows under what conditions this conjecture enhances, not limits, reproductive rights—for both women and men. This
presentation shows not only how large-scale problems of reproduction can be better addressed, but that the central
assumptions we make in our current thinking about sex and reproduction, and especially about contraception, are largely
wrong.
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