Heaven and Emergence
Alice & Bharath 

(see http://serendip.brynmawr.edu/exchange/node/5581)
I. Relation to Ben’s Session
· The I Ching as a tool for managing (earnestly, even playfully) life’s uncertainty and challenges. It transforms the self and the world together, leading to the emergence of a new, less conflicted state.

II. Concepts as Tools
· Some key concepts function in a similar way as tools. Understanding these concepts requires seeing what work these concepts do in daily human life.

Exs: Heaven, God, Tao, Brahman, Truth, Reason, Justice.
III. Heaven as a Transformative Concept
· Growth requires both stability and change. Without stability, there is only dissipation. Without change, there is no transformation.

· Normally growth is made possible by change taking place within established stable structures: families, schools, offices, friendships, countries, etc.

· A person in despair: the most stable structures of her life are themselves not working for her. She can find no stability from which to grow, resulting in despair and hoplessness. Where then can the stability come from?

· “Born again”: finding stability in the idea of heaven which makes growth possible for a person in despair. Made possible by three features of heaven:   a) not of this world, b) open to all, c) unites one with all.

· Whether heaven, tao or reason works for a person depends on the established structures with respect to which the person is growing. Ex: if reacting against a Chinese family and academia, heaven may appeal more than tao or reason.

IV. Heaven as a Rigid Concept
· When a person finds growth in heaven and then seeks to impose it as the ultimate stable structure for everyone and for all time, heaven becomes a rigid concept used in physical and intellectual battle.

· Alternative: to embrace heaven, tao or reason is to be committed to never ending growth. Any actual physical and intellectual structures are ultimately transient since inevitably at some point they will inhibit someone’s growth, which will lead to the next state of emergence, and so it goes on.

