Sex in Flatland: A Discourse on Sexuality and Reproduction in Two Dimensions

Though my reader may be familiar with the biological processes of procreation native to his or her native Spaceland (as we in Flatland have come, as a society, to call your Three-Dimensional universe), the notion of such an act in two dimensions seems laughable.  However, the mechanism of Two-Dimensional reproduction is not so much biological as geometric, if I may use this term to describe it; whereas offspring are not so much born as constructed.  Until the last century, I admit, little was known of Two-Dimensional reproductive behavior, and that knowledge itself was cursory at best and of an unmentionable nature; but now, with the advent of mathematical exploration into the Third Dimension, the study of Flatland Sexuality has emerged as a legitimate scientific discipline.


Now, as you say in your World, I shall “cut to the chase.”  Because I am given the luxury of the ability to educate you on this very Two-Dimensional plane, I shall be at the leisure of beginning this lesson with a simple diagram.

Take, for instance, a simple Equilateral triangle:



For simplicity’s sake we will assume he is perfectly Regular: that each of his angles amounts to exactly 60°, and each of his sides to exactly three inches.  At certain times in the year every mature male undergoes a process through which he forms within himself a Similar shape, but smaller by a certain quantity (which I shall explain later).  At this time he, from your Three-Dimensional view, would appear thus:




Normally this state is indiscernible to other Flatlanders, but the Triangle will experience a period of relative sentimentality and unstable temperament, which lasts approximately one Flatland day.  Should he not copulate within this period, the internal Similar shape will disintegrate within him and his irrationality subside.  However, should he be successful in finding a mate, a delicate nudge from her backside to one of his vertices shall cause him to expel the internal shape, producing a Foetus. 

Note: drawings are not to scale

This is a painful process for the Triangle, but within a few hours he recovers.  Now, we shall focus on the Female’s role in reproduction: when a female senses that her husband is harboring a Similar shape, hormonal changes cause her to increase twofold in breadth and subsequently split lengthwise, producing two identical Lines.  The new line divides again, but in this case, on its midpoint, so that there exist three new lines.

A mother and her two “daughter” lines


By this point the Foetus will have split at one of its vertices and reconfigures itself into an Open Figure, in this case a square (by the Law of Nature, assuming the parents are Regular), like this:
	
	

	
	


An open Foetus

Then, completing the act of procreation, and accordingly with much celebration, one of the line segments produced by the division of the female shall complete the Figure; and a child, in this case a Square, is born.  The remaining line, if she survives, is a daughter.

I have demonstrated, a Figure is comprised of a Similar shape to his father, and half of his mother’s length.  Thus is the importance of lineage in the birth of a Regular Figure.  For example, the side of a successfully Square foetus must equal half of his mother’s length; if the mother is too long or not long enough, the infant will unfortunately be doomed to Irregularity, one of his sides being of a different length than the rest.  In the case outlined above, the offspring produced by such a crime would be a trapezoid, destined by his acute angularity to a life of misery; such unfortunate creatures are immediately put to death by the Law.  Of course, Women breed more Women of the same size, and can never alter the lengths of their daughters; thus length in the case of the Women is matrilineal.  If a Figure desires to raise children, he must find a female of a pedigree to match his own, thereby assuring the Regularity of the offspring.  The more angles one possesses, the shorter the Woman one ought to take as his wife.

As you may ascertain, the Two-Dimensional sex act lacks the pleasurable, gratifying qualities of the corresponding behavior in your Three Dimensions.  However, there exists a similar emotional component, for a Figure must trust his mate if he is to be severed at the vertex by her posterior.  Nor do Flatlanders remain exclusively heterosexual: although it is not as common, perhaps, as in your World, Men and Men (and somewhat more rarely, Women and Women) have been documented to show sexual affection towards one another, and in a very few cases produce children.


One of the more famous such incidents involved a Square who was traveling on the South Sea when his ship crashed on a small island populated entirely by Isosceles savages.  Stranded there for months, he fell in love (if I may call it that) with one of them, and they conceived a Pentagonal son.  How, you may ask, could a Figure reproduce without the presence of a Woman to provide her line segments to him?  Well, the events, by coincidence alone, so shaped themselves so that the broad side of the Savage was of the perfect proportion to the Square’s sides, as to allow their foetuses to adhere into a single, Regular entity.



Drawing is not to scale


The mechanism of Female reproduction allows for the asexual production of daughters, so that Women in a homosexual bond may indeed birth other Females, but never has the birth of a son to such a couple been documented.  Stranger sexual phenomena, though far more infrequent, have also been reported.  There has occurred an exceptional case in which six Equilateral triangles have produced a single, monstrous Regular Hexagon.  





Although the reproductive (and indeed in situations in which an Irregular results from homosexual activity, social) viability of the offspring is in most cases questionable at best, homosexuality and other alternative forms are neither shunned nor looked down upon in Two-Dimensional society; conversely, those that participate in such arrangements make no effort to distinguish or separate themselves from the sexual norm, establishing no secret societies nor parading in the streets; they have no symbol for themselves, for they do not identify themselves as in any way fundamentally different; for a Pentagon with a Husband is still indeed a Pentagon, and his Husband is as well (assuming they are living under the law and have not intermarried.).  I myself live in such a situation, and have for the majority of my life.

As established, the sexual behavior of Flatlanders is a very logical process, if lacking somewhat in simplicity and physical gratification.  My mind, confined to my Two Dimensions, is not capable in the least of envisaging, let alone understanding, the exquisite perfection of Three Dimensional sexuality, though I have heard plenty a rumor and have often fantasized.  I do wish that you the reader, with your all-seeing eye, appreciate the complexities of Two-Dimensional sexuality, and may someday educate us in the fascinating ways of your own kind.
-A. Pentagon, Physician
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