EXPLORATION OF MAPS

Lesson Plan: Exploring Maps with emphasis on boundaries (continuation of previous lessons)

Domain: Domestic Maintenance and Functional Academics

Objectives: Students will review compass directions.  Students will identify The USA on large map.  Students will understand the difference between satellite maps and drawn maps.  Students will learn what a “natural” boundary is as compared to a “man-made” boundary.

Materials: Student-made compass rose; 3ftx3ft map of USA; Images of satellite maps corresponding to USA map; colored pencils; clay

Procedure: Students will take out previously made compass rose.  Teacher will instruct different students to label large compass drawn on the blackboard.  Teacher will lead quick review of cardinal directions.  Students will examine large map of USA and explain/guess the significance of the black lines.  Students will then view same area on a satellite map.  Discussion on the differences between two maps.  Students will take turns on using clay to highlight man-made boundaries.  Students will understand that man-made boundaries are imaginary lines drawn on maps to separate, countries, states, etc.  Students will begin to examine why “water” on a map is colored blue.  

