CCW:
· Logistics
· finding drivers, finding time
· Aiming for next Friday
· Artists will come Next Tuesday from 10-1
· Coming following Wednesday
· Wednesday’s in the Maker’s space
· Stop by during these times to meet artists
List of Topics:
1. Logic vs illogical of eugenics
2. Carry buck’s story
3. Contemporary resonance of carry buck’s story
4. Serendip post —> how do we talk about dark history
1. Poetry as a way to process history and own experience of disability
5. Rabbit hole questions from previous class(Feb 6th)
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· Assumption of taking control of human evolution
· Clearly a misunderstanding
· Tree analogy as a way of summing up all the parts of eugenics
· Disciplines all feeding into and supporting eugenics
· Positive versus negative eugenics
· Positive —> whitest, most educated to promote “positivity”
· Fitter families encouraged to show off their “superior” genetics
· Eugenic state fair — families and babies — alongside animals being judged, they added humans and particularly babies
· Measurements and quantification of physical qualities
· Promoting way of eugenics thinking
· [image: ]
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History of contraception
· Early 1960s — pill approved
· Antiquity and bible references of contraception — traces back wayyyyy further back
· PBS’s American Experience
· 1839 manufacturing of rubber condoms
· Being used in 19th century
· Grace’s thoughts —> timeline of contraception
· Blame is centered around women…
· First contraception is condom… though
· Yet, male responsibility for
· 
Eugenic logic/illogic
· Perversion of science and law
· Attributed o hereditary line
· Ie attributing poverty to biological hereditary
· “Science” behind this all
· Eradicating disability conversation — ignoring the fact that genetic mutations are naturally occurring
· Society defining these as good or bad traits
· Moving in and out of disability —> the science does not encapsulate the fluidity of what a disability is
· Process rather than a binary status
· Cannot eliminate human variation
· Evolution relies on human variation — feels contradictory and hypocritical
· Gene therapy at CHOP — pushback from advocates — post on Serendip
· Lived experience of genetic condition
· generational issue of CRISPR and the ethics — frequently encountering oversimplification and black-white conversations rather than appreciating the gray area
· Eugenic idea that we can eliminate socially unfit through maternal lines
· There are conditions that are genetically linked
· Genetic counseling — someone who has genetic condition
· Interesting intersection and fresh perspective in the medical world
· Social control and reproductive control around genetic therapy
· Very few conditions disease that are connected to one single gene — so much more complicated than this
· Huntington’s — gene specifically tied to it
· Shadowing at CHOP — genetic panel
· Maybe this was genetic — maybe not?
· Deviations are flagged but so little is known about genes
· So often not knowing how related deviations from “norm” is important or clinically relevant
· Eugenics is not solely about disability
· Also about poverty
· circling back to social control
· “Keep America American”
· What is the definition of American — fluidity here is being used to their advantage
· Social conditions and standards that are being weaponized
· Islamophobia
· Why not part of discourse — been around for a while
· 1924 Asian exclusion act
· 1880s Chinese exclusion act
· Syria, Jordan —> lots of people of Muslim or Arabic descent
· 1920 — restricted immigration — it’s been lumped with a larger phenomenon or issue
Buck v bell
· Manipulated case
· Doctors were at forefront of pushing eugenicist agenda
· Out of their way to create legislation
· Speaks to the influence of medical professionals have on feeding power to eugenics movement
· All male… prominent eugenicist are mostly male
· Fascinating to hear about women who supported the eugenicist
· Ableism in medicine
· Justified skepticism of medicine
· Reproductive bodies role in this
· Forced sterilization without consent
· really disturbing
· Informed consent is such a huge role in “good” science now but this wasn’t really the case here
· Agency not here clearly
· Doris Higgins and Henrietta Lacks
· Lack of consent
· Not only lack of consent, but violent crafting of lies to their patients face
· Profit involved in Lacks case
· Intentional deception occurring
· Tying of tubes — Mississippi appendectomy euphemism…
· Language here is being weaponized
· Men who are extremely paternalistic thought they had a right to interfere and control reproduction and evolution
· Lawyers supposedly talking on behalf of Carrie Buck
· Doing all this in here name and a disconnect with what is actually happening
· Discourse of patient rights, autonomy — conversation of being “stable enough” to be making decisions and connection to consent
· Appropriate course of action here to protect patient rights
· Intellectually disabled — most stigmatized and perceived as unable to make decision by themselves
· Falsely said was intellectually unstable — it was the story eugenicist thought would make their case
· Trying so hard to find “hard” evidence — faking tests, falsifying evidence
· Henry Gotter started Ellis Island’s use of IQ test
· IQ tests are seen as benign and typically not a weapon… but used to be!!!
· Lawyer and physician power showing in this case
· Alarming
· Academic records used against people
· Medical records - academic records —> intimate tie to productivity and making this judgement in medical setting of adjusting support/help
· Physicians can create own narrative and weaponized other aspects of life — tie to school performance
Interesting Brown poem wrote perspective of staff
· Humanize them — not faceless monsters
· Influenced by time
· Speaks to the idea of legality versus morality — easy to enter into this eugenicist perspective/way of thinking
· Working class people who needed jobs — hard to separate people who just need job versus truly believe in the eugenicist thinking
Molly — young 30 year old with disability
· How to process trauma
· Writing poetry is a way to interact with the haunted spaces
· Art produced by people with disabilities
· Reckoning with dark history or joyful celebration of bodies
· How do we process
· Thinking about ideologies continue to exist in our present world — hard to actually pinpoint as based in eugenic thinking since it is so ingrained
· CDC, gov’t and individuals supporting/upholding these ideas
· Sibling is mentally ill and difficult for family — screening for mentally ill —> thinking about eugenics and disturbing
· Agenda of over generalizing covid guidelines
· Not strictly history — important to know where these ideas come from but to recognize these ideaologies and know how to identify them in real life
· Eugenics ideology still embedded in medical system
· Sacredness of reproductive power of women… sometimes work in favor but also can not work in favor
· Variation in treatment and standard of care
· Yale case — nurse and patient and reproductive procedure
· Pain medication being stolen and patient undergoing without pain meds
· Pain levels and medical professionals
· Your body is not entirely your own — medical professionals have so much power
· Patient give up a lot of control for good care — really traumatic
· Reproductive content — give choice here is so important
· Example of medicine — who receives care and who does not
· What kind of care is available to you
Contemporary resonances of readings and artistic modes of processing of history and current discourse
· Virginia colony scene
· I am my own kind of damaged//crooked notes
· Resonance of crooked
· Asymmetry acceptance
· Values of asymmetry and crookedness
· Legal system to advance goals
· Not just Carrie buck but her name being used
· 
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