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	Through the multicultural education course, I learned as much about how to be a well-rounded and more aware person as I learned about how to be a multicultural educator.  The space that Jody provided for each person’s own story and personal discoveries within the classroom gave me more insight into the differences, similarities, challenges, and joys that different students experience in their education than I had ever known before.  When people’s personal experiences connected to the readings we did in class, I felt the importance of the readings so much more vividly.  
	My classmates’ incredible honesty opened me up to a world of different problems and emotions, many of which I hadn’t experienced before.  I was thankful for the new insights, but I also felt uncomfortable.  I had trouble speaking in class because many of my thoughts were new and unformed.  I feared that if I spoke them aloud before I had plenty of time to sort through my ideas, I would say something that would come out as offensive or ignorant.  There were many discussions where I didn’t think that I could speak from a source of authority on a subject and so I just let other people talk.  I enjoyed listening to my classmates and learned a lot from them, but I still do feel like I am still processing the information and don’t feel comfortable claiming my emotions or my beliefs.  I came away from the class with many more questions than I did answers, but questions that I will continue to seek answers for in my future classes, in my interactions with people on Haverford’s campus, and in my work.  Everyday, I see something that reminds me of something we talked about in class.
	The papers and projects allowed me to approach multicultural education in the ways that I felt comfortable.  I can speak about myself, about gender, about language, and about my praxis from experience.  My work did not always feel organized, but I think that was because I was drawing from my own emotions, not just from pure facts.  When I felt confused or conflicted about an issue that I have dealt with, that was reflected in my writing.  
	Looking back on my posts, I can see how my understanding of the complexity of multicultural education has grown.  I began the year thinking about multiculturalism racially and socioeconomically.  When asked to talk about multiculturalism at Haverford or at my home, I immediately focused in on those subjects.  Those posts also felt the most forced, like I was saying what I thought I should be saying.  Throughout the semester, I became interested in language as an avenue to explore multiculturalism.  My response group was the main inspiration for this.  I responded to Romi’s and Abby’s posts about language, I learned from Miriam’s experience of never admitting that she was bilingual, and I listened Sergio’s conflicted feelings about ELL.  Amos, Naiditch, Cattanach, Paris and Kirkland: these were the authors who compelled me the most.  Language provided me with a way to explore complex issues that I was uncomfortable with through an issue with which I have had experience.  
	I said at the beginning that I think I grew as a person, but now I need to figure out how I can translate that to teaching.  I can see so much potential in what we learned, but I wonder about how many of the ideas we had would play out practically in a classroom, or how I would actually respond as a teacher in certain situations.  I am excited to be working at a youth center in Mexico City this summer to see how I can apply what I’ve learned to my role as an educator.  
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