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Self Evaluation and Reflection
I have been learning about the education system in Philadelphia focusing on state funded schools particularly, public and charter schools. I have been learning through discussions in the classroom and reading articles and excerpts from different books. For me personally I have developed my learning habits by focusing on the content of my readings and discussion rather than words. At times I have felt a little unfamiliar with the vocabulary because I have no focus in education for my degree but when I look past the words themselves and just look at their meaning I have been able to progress and develop language to communicate my opinions and my experiences to the class.
 	My learning barriers are different from where I started at the beginning of this semester and I think that any barriers I have lie in my comparison to California because often I have found it difficult to understand the reasoning behind certain systems and processes in Philadelphia because in my hometown in the Los Angeles Unified School District, so many of these circumstances like closing schools and the way students are dispersed are frankly unheard of. My barrier lies therein the familiarity of my school system and the foreign concepts of the Philadelphia school district. 
My understanding of  urban education has changed because I have learned to recognize my privilege having come from a different system and encourage experimentation to help the advancement of urban education. My understanding has become complex because I can see so many flaws and different conflicts occurring and I wonder if there are other cities that have equal or greater population than Philadelphia where systems such as these have proven to be more successful (depending on the definition of success) then why is it that these have no been adapted in order to save perhaps both time and money. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although I have not considered creating a future in education and I do not plan on it, this course has really emphasized the importance of awareness and participation when it comes to education of youth. I will definitely keep reading articles and asking my friends that are pursuing education to have discussions with me and tell me what it is that I can do to help at any point in time. It has been a fruitful experience for me to dabble into a subject that I find to be engaging and critical to society’s development. Often what occurs is that classes are taught with theoretical problems but being able to have a field placement and use that in conjunction with information that we are getting from current news sources on situations in the area has been amazing and I think it has made me more sympathetic to those who do choose to pursue education because it is indeed challenging to work in Schools in American Cities. 
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