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Self Reflection and Evaluation
	In terms of group work, I shared my thoughts on a fairly consistent basis this semester. In a smaller class I would have spoken more, but considering the size of this class I shared my ideas much more often than I typically would. I definitely felt more comfortable speaking and leading in small group discussions or focus groups; and this comfort extended into my question-asking as well. I know that if I had kept up with the readings better I would have shared more and been more eager to ask questions both in large and small discussion groups. It tends to be harder for me to ask questions on a reading that I know nothing about compared to a reading that I read all the way through. 
	Which brings me to the readings… As I have shared with you over the semester, I failed to keep up with the readings for this course. During our class discussions, I realized how much I was missing out on valuable information every time I entered the classroom unprepared. However, the readings that I did get to read felt very informative—and in many cases formative. Kumashiro’s book on teaching toward social justice changed the way that I thought about incorporating multiple perspectives into classroom environments, which is a major motivator for my pursuit of education. Additionally, I have read and reread the conversational piece between Paulo Freire and Ira Shor many times over the semester. Freire’s work has appeared in both of my education classes this semester and for that I am very thankful! (He is a visionary in my eyes.) 
	I will say that due to the fact that I was unable to closely read every article for class, my listening changed during our discussions. I noticed that I became much more attentive to what my fellow classmates were saying as I would sometimes rely on their commentaries and questions to understand a particular piece. My notebook for this semester is filled with back and forth conversations between my peers while my own personal commentary lines the margins. Because of my hyper-listening and quieter-than-normal presence, I think I took a more passive role in the group dynamic of the classroom. 
	The blog groups were an interesting way for me to create connections with others in the class and I enjoyed reading everyone’s posts each week, even when we did not get the time to discuss them in person. As this is my second semester using Serendip and posting in an online space, I felt much more at ease posting with uncertainty than I did when I first began my journey as a “public intellectual.” My posts have a balance of my personal and academic voice, which has created a new voice for myself entirely. The cultural autobiography was the essay that I enjoyed writing the most because I felt like I could use a more conversational tone while still discussing theories/ideas that I gleaned from our readings and class discussions. Almost like an extended, well-edited Serendip post. 
	My praxis placement for this course has been one of my favorite pursuits of my entire time at Bryn Mawr so far. I feel so lucky to be welcomed into the relationship that Bryn Mawr has with the prison and definitely intend to continue participating in it for the years to come. Although the time commitment was substantial between the four hour long journey to and from the prison and the lesson planning each week, it honestly never felt like work to me. I looked forward to planning, and visiting with the women inside was always one of the highlights of my week. Before jumping into my placement, I did not realize that I would have such a significant role in the weekly planning with my supervisors. I hope to improve my lesson-planning skills in the future, and feel confident in my ability to grow and learn as an educator. My placement has definitely informed what I wish to do with my future beyond Bryn Mawr… 

